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out in the great Iroquois massacre of 1644 in the martyr-
dom of the Fathers Lallement and Brebceuf. The tourist
of to-day sees from his flying car the road signs of " Mar-
tyr's Shrine " intermingled with the " Hot Dogs " and
a Joe's Garage." After the massacre the French never
came back. The Iroquois danger kept the country
empty as it did all Western Ontario. Nor did the United
Empire Loyalists come here. They settled along the
St. Lawrence and the Bay of Quinte and Niagara and
Lake Erie, but the Lake Simcoe country remained till
that century closed, as empty as it is beautiful.

Settlement came after the cc Great War " ended with
Waterloo and world peace, and a flock of British emigrants
went out to the newer countries. Among them were
many disbanded soldiers and sailors and officers with
generous grants of land. These were what were called
in England, " good " people, meaning people of the
" better " class but not good enough to stay at home,
which takes money. With them came adherents and
servants and immigrants at large, but all good people in
the decent sense of the word, as were all the people round
our old farm, no matter how poor they were. The entry
of these people to the Lake Simcoe country was made
possible by Governor Simcoe's opening of Yonge Street,
north from Toronto to the Holland River. It was at
first just a horse track through the bush, presently a rough
roadway connecting Toronto (York) with the Holland
River and then by cutting the corner of Lake Simcoe with
the Georgian Bay and thus westward to the Upper Lakes,
a line of communication safe from American invasion.
It was part of Governor Simcoe's preoccupation- over the
defence of Upper Canada which bore such good fruit in
its unforeseen results of new settlement.

So the settlers, once over the waters of Lake Simcoe,
found their way along its shore, picked out the likely
places, the fine high ground, the points overlooking the
lake. Here within a generation arose comfortable lake-
shore homesj built by people with a certain amount of